
CLINIC TOPICS
WOODWIND
1. Meet a Woodwind Player
2. Fundamentals for Clarinet
3. The Versatile E-Flat Clarinet
4. Clarinet & Single Reed Adjustment
5. Fundamentals for Saxophone

BRASS
6. Meet a Brass Player
7. Fundamentals for Trumpet
8. Efficiency & Range for Trumpet Players
9. Improving on Trombone: Fundamentals, Concepts &

Techniques
10. Sound Logic: Tone Production for Brass
11. Call in Air Support!: Breathing for Brass Players

STRINGS
12. Engaged Practice, Inspired Musician: Practice Tools for

Strings

PERCUSSION
13. The Well-Rounded Percussionist

VOICE
14. For the Vocalist: Prepare, Perform, Persevere
JAZZ
15. Methods & Techniques of Improvisation

PRACTICE SKILLS
16. Practice Skills for High School Musicians
17. Practice Techniques for the Advancing Musician
18. Technical Mastery Through Creative Scale Practice

PERFORMANCE SKILLS
19. Mindset Matters
20. Music in College & Beyond
21. Conquering Nerves

MUSICAL LITERACY
22. Developing the Mind’s Ear: The Connection Between Ear

Training & Better Sight Reading
23. Read Music Like an Engineer

CLINIC DESCRIPTIONS
WOODWIND

1. Meet a Woodwind Player: “Meet a Member” sessions allow
students to connect with a musician in the Marine Band.
The musician will share their unique journey, from begin-
ning music student to playing in “The President’s Own,” give
insight into the experience of being part of the Marine Band,
and answer questions from students.

2. Fundamentals for Clarinet: This clinic aims to resolve
some of the most common problems clarinetists of all levels
encounter. Students will investigate areas such as tone, tech-
nique, embouchure, tongue position, and air support. Please
have all students bring their instruments.

3. The Versatile E-Flat Clarinet: This class will cover how to
get started playing the E-flat clarinet correctly. We’ll cover
equipment basics as well as some similarities and differenc-
es between playing E-flat versus B-flat clarinet. This class
can help any clarinet player begin playing this fun auxiliary
clarinet!

4. Clarinet & Single Reed Adjustment: Learn the basics
behind how a reed is made. This clinic will focus on how to
curate and adjust your reeds to help keep you ready for top
performance all year round.

5. Fundamentals for Saxophone: This clinic will focus on
improving one’s sound through proper warm-ups. Topics
include proper air, embouchure, reeds, and critical listening.
Students are encouraged to bring their instruments and any
questions they have about the saxophone.
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VIRTUAL CLINICS
MUSIC IN THE HIGH SCHOOLS - WINTER 2022

“The President’s Own” United States Marine Band will offer virtual clinics for high school music programs Feb. 1-28, 2022. Music 
educators can sign up beginning Jan. 5, 2022, for a Marine musician to meet with their class. Please note this free resource is 
available on a first-come, first-served basis. Visit www.marineband.marines.mil/Educational/Music-in-the-Schools/ to sign up!



CLINIC DESCRIPTIONS
BRASS:

6. Meet a Brass Player: “Meet a Member” sessions allow 
students to connect with a musician in the Marine Band. 
The musician will share their unique journey, from begin-
ning music student to playing in “The President’s Own,” give 
insight into the experience of being part of the Marine Band, 
and answer questions from students.

7. Fundamentals for Trumpet: This interactive clinic will 
focus on trumpet fundamentals, techniques, and helpful 
practice tips. Students are encouraged to bring their instru-
ments and any questions they have about trumpet.

8. Efficiency & Range for Trumpet Players: The trumpet is 
a very physical instrument, but it is too often approached 
through brute strength. Much of what it really takes to play 
the instrument relies on leverage, efficiency, and resonance. 
A more thorough understanding of the embouchure, breath-
ing, equipment, and how they all relate, can profoundly 
affect how easy the trumpet is to play.

9. Improving on Trombone: Fundamentals, Concepts &  
Techniques: This clinic is designed to help high school 
trombonists of any level improve on their instrument. From 
fundamental concepts to practice techniques to learning mu-
sical styles and repertoire, this clinic focuses on the founda-
tions of healthy and high-quality trombone playing. 

10. Sound Logic: Tone Production for Brass: Playing with a 
beautiful sound is something we all strive for, but how to 
achieve that is not always so clear. This clinic is designed to 
help bring clarity to good tone production on brass instru-
ments.

11. Call in Air Support!: Breathing for Brass Players: Con-
trolled air is essential for full, supported sound and an 
in-tune ensemble. This clinic will address the ins and outs 
of breathing, with focus on the physical aspect of musical 
performance. Additional fundamentals of sound production 
and vibrato will benefit high school brass players of all levels.

STRINGS

12. Engaged Practice, Inspired Musician: Practice Tools for 
Strings: Individual practice can sometimes feel like a chore, 
and bad habits can feel impossible to change. This clinic will 
explore ways to approach practice that foster learning and 
growth, while maximizing students’ time spent with their 
instruments.

PERCUSSION

13. The Well-Rounded Percussionist: In this clinic students will 
learn how to become versatile and musical percussionists 
through technical and lyrical practice on all percussion in-
struments. The session will include innovative practice ideas 
applicable to drum set, snare drum, mallets, and timpani.

VOICE

14. For the Vocalist: Prepare, Perform, Persevere: This interac-
tive discussion and masterclass answers the timeless ques-
tions of “Why, What, Where, Who, and How?” to approach 
our singing. This clinic includes exercises to facilitate basic 
fundamentals of vocal technique, tips on preparation and 
handling nerves, and practical tools to develop and strength-
en a healthy mindset for auditions and performances.

JAZZ

15. Methods & Techniques of Improvisation: This clinic will 
break down the methods and techniques used by masters of 
the jazz language so students can better understand how to 
develop their jazz improvisational language, as well as how 
to practice to take their improvisation to the next level. 

PRACTICE SKILLS

16. Practice Skills for High School Musicians: We’ve all heard 
that practice makes perfect, but what makes perfect practice?  
This clinic will give students inspiration and practical tips 
to take their playing to the next level, including techniques 
for approaching tricky technical passages, how to structure 
a practice session, and bigger picture questions like why we 
practice in the first place.

17. Practice Techniques for the Advancing Musician: Want 
to avoid the common practice room woes of boredom and 
burn-out? This clinic covers effective, engaging practice 
methods to help you prepare for high pressure situations 
such as auditions and performances.

18. Technical Mastery Through Creative Scale Practice: 
Do you find practicing scales boring or stale? A thorough 
knowledge of scales, paired with the ability to execute them 
in every imaginable way on one’s instrument, is the key to 
being able to play any style of music. Whether you’re a be-
ginner or an advanced student, this class offers fresh ways to 
approach practicing scales.
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CLINIC DESCRIPTIONS
PERFORMANCE SKILLS

19. Mindset Matters: In this clinic, we will explore the mental 
tools to help navigate the triumphs and obstacles that are a 
part of everyone’s musical and life journey. It will also cover 
some practical, actionable steps that can help us consistently 
access these tools and propel us to maximize the impact we 
have on ourselves and those around us.

20. Music in College & Beyond: Preparing for college is a 
daunting task. This clinic will include strategies and prac-
tical benefits of staying involved with music in college and 
beyond.

21. Conquering Nerves: Performing music should be full of joy 
and enthusiasm, but sometimes nerves can turn what should 
be a positive experience into a negative one. Actionable steps 
and techniques discussed in this class will help students 
challenge their fears and work towards a state of “flow,” so 
playing music is magical once again.

MUSICAL LITERACY

22. Developing the Mind’s Ear: The Connection Between 
Ear Training and Better Sight Reading: Too often, music 
students learn to read and prepare music solely through rote 
repetitions and an overreliance on muscle memory. This 
type of learning makes sight reading almost impossible. 
This course presents several interactive exercises teaching 
audiation skills to students (pitch, rhythms, and tempo), and 
how the skills relate to more accurate and consistent sight 
reading skills.

23. Read Music Like an Engineer: Learning new music quickly 
and accurately is challenging. Percussionist Staff Sergeant 
Michael Hopkins’ training as an engineer has helped him 
develop a system for learning the notes on the page in a sig-
nificantly shorter amount of time. In this interactive clinic, 
students will learn melodies from a favorite Sousa march, 
“Fairest of the Fair,” by mastering the notes, rhythms, and 
technical challenges separately, then slowly integrating the 
three musical elements for a comprehensive, high-quality 
result.
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